
Grade 8 2018 Summer Reading 
Henderson K-12 Inclusion School 

Choose 2 texts for summer reading 
 

The Crossover  by Kwame Alexander 

 

“A bolt of lightning on my kicks…  The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is 
DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering, " raps 
basketball phenom Josh Bell. Thanks to his dad, he and his twin brother, 
Jordan, are kings on the court, with crossovers that make even the 
toughest ballers cry. But Josh has more than hoops in his blood. He’s got a 
river of rhymes flowing through him that tell his family's story in verse, in 
this fast and furious novel of family and brotherhood. Available on 
amazon.com, bookshare.org, and at the Boston Public Library. 

Brown Girl Dreaming  by Jacqueline Woodson 

 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home 
in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 
African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights Movement. Each poem 
is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a 
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Available on 
amazon.com, bookshare.org, and at the Boston Public Library. 

The House on Mango Street  by Sandra Cisneros 

 

Told in a series of vibrant vignettes, The House on Mango Street is the story 
of Esperanza Cordera, a girl growing up in the Hispanic Quarter of Chicago, 
in a neighborhood that is neither pretty nor easy. Esperanza, creative and 
resourceful, knows that she doesn’t want to belong to rundown, desolate 
Mango Street and strives to reject the low expectations the world seems to 
have for her. Available in Spanish as La Casa en Mango Street. Available on 
amazon.com, bookshare.org, and at the Henderson Upper Campus. 

Courage Has No Color, The True Story of the Triple Nickles  by Tanya Lee Stone 

 

 

World War II is raging, and thousands of American soldiers are fighting 
overseas against the injustices brought on by Hitler. But back on the 
homefront, discrimination against African Americans plays out both on 
Main Street and in the military. Stone examines the little-known history of 
the Triple Nickles, America’s first black paratroopers. In the words of First 
Sergeant Walter Morris, the 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion "proved 



that the color of a man had nothing to do with his ability." Available on 
amazon.com, bookshare.org, and at the Boston Public Library. 

 Akata Witch  by Nnedi Okorafor 

 

Twelve-year-old Sunny lives in Nigeria, but she was born American. Her 
features are African, but she's albino. She's a terrific athlete, but can't go 
out into the sun to play soccer. There seems to be no place where she fits. 
And then she discovers something amazing-she is a "free agent," with 
latent magical power. Soon she's part of a quartet of magic students, 
studying the visible and invisible, learning to change reality. But will it be 
enough to help them when they are asked to catch a career criminal who 
knows magic too? Available on amazon.com, bookshare.org, and at the 
Boston Public Library. 

Things Not Seen  by Andrew Clements  

 

Bobby Phillips is an average fifteen-year-old-boy until the morning he 
wakes up and can't see himself in the mirror.  Not blind, not dreaming -- 
Bobby is just plain invisible. For Bobby that means no school, no friends, no 
life.  He's a missing person.  Then he meets Alicia.  She's blind, and Bobby 
can't resist talking to her, trusting her.  But people are starting to wonder 
where Bobby is. Bobby knows that his invisibility could have dangerous 
consequences for his family and that time is running out. He has to find out 
how to be seen again-before it's too late. Available on amazon.com, 
bookshare.org, and at the Boston Public Library. 

S ugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, Freedom, and Science  by Marc Aronson 

 

Sugar was the substance that drove the bloody slave trade and caused the 
loss of countless lives but it also planted the seeds of revolution that led to 
freedom in the American colonies, Haiti, and France. With oral histories, 
songs, maps, and over 80 illustrations, here is the story of how one product 
allows us to see the grand currents of world history in new ways. Available 
on amazon.com, bookshare.org, and at the Boston Public Library. 

Bones Never Lie: How Forensics Helps Solve History's Mysteries  by Elizabeth MacLeod  

 

How did King Tut really die? The mystery of the pharaoh’s death is only one 
of the puzzles that modern science has helped solve. This book includes 
seven intriguing stories about historical royal figures whose demise was 
suspicious, and hard scientific facts about crime-solving techniques make 
each event seem like an episode of CSI rather than a history lesson. Kids 
will be fascinated to find out how scientists use autopsy results, DNA 
testing, bone fragments, and even insects to determine the cause of death. 



Available at amazon.com and at the Boston Public Library. 

 


